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President’s Message
It’s that time of year again-the holiday season
is upon us and year’s end is drawing near. It is
a time for reflection of the past year and of
anticipation of things to come. The SHCA has
been busy in 2015 and changes have taken
place.
Our Board bade farewell to two of our longserving members, Gene Scanlan, our most
capable and appreciated Secretary, and Kirk
a Director who has served our
Susan Soux Exner,
community well. At the same time we
President
welcomed new comers who have quickly filled
the spaces vacated and brought new energy and
ideas to the Board. Jennifer Evans has taken on the role of Secretary
and Jennifer Garden and Laurel Ennis are new Directors. I wish to
thank the past, continuing and new Board members who all have
demonstrated dedication to our community. Thank you for sharing
your time, your talents and your efforts to make Sandy Hook an even
better place to live.
We started 2015 with our annual Meet & Greet where neighbours
come together to share a glass of wine, a potluck supper and
friendship. It is a great way to bring in the New Year in Sandy Hook.
Yard sales, the summer picnic, star gaz ing and soon our Children’s
Christmas Carol sing-along will complete our year. We also initiated a
new working group on Aging-in-Place that will continue in 2016.
Our Disaster Preparedness team has continued providing
educational material to the community through newsletters, our emailings, and at the AGM where this year we hosted Bill Elsner,
Emergency Coordinator for the SCRD. Bill gave an informative
presentation on what we should be prepared for on the Coast and
how to go about it. His words took on great significance as we
watched aghast and saddened as our cherished forest burned
across the inlet last summer. This coming year we will continue
prepraring-the best way possible for what we hope never happens.
Our new initiative for 2016 will be how to manage and conserve our
water resources at the level of our households in order to mitigate
water shortages and not have the same problems we faced this past
summer. You will be hearing more about this effort.
Our website has been neglected for too long but it has reappeared
under the management and artistic guidance of a talented Board
member, Laurel Ennis.
I would like to wish you - our Sandy Hook neighbours- a very merry
Christmas, a happy holiday season and for all a most successful
2016-full of friendship, merriment, and neighbourly good will.
Susan

A Big Thanks
Our long-term webmaster, Bob D’Arcy has moved from the
neighbourhood and is now passing on his responsibility to Laurel
Ennis. Bob, we want to thank you for your dedicated service to
maintaining the website, keeping the neighbourhood informed about
Sandy Hook events and community news. A special thanks for
maintaining the archives of images of Sandy Hook through the years this is a treasure we all appreciate.

Dues are Due
Membership in the Sandy Hook Community Association runs from
Jan-Dec. Have you paid your 2016 dues yet? You can drop a
cheque or cash into the dropbox at the bulletin board on Deerhorn
or pay at the Meet & Greet in January. Dues are $10 per voting
member per year.
Donations to the Association are gratefully accepted. Thank you in
advance for helping support your community.

New Website
Our new webmaster has spent months redoing the website and is
now happy to announce it is finished.
Check it out at sandyhookca.com
Click “Contact Us” tab to send us your feedback.
If you have photos of events or the early days of Sandy Hook,
please e-mail them to Laurel at ennisx3@telus.net and she will put
them in the website.
There is a new feature in the newsletter called “Looking Back”
which will feature a photo from Sandy Hook’s past.
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The year in Council

Neil Edmunds
Director

Your Sandy Hook Community Association
has Neil Edmunds as an appointed
delegate who attends most regular council
meetings and reports back to the SHCA
executive board on major initiatives
discussed by council that are of interest to
all of us. Particular attention is paid to
those issues that may have specific
implications for Sandy Hook and its
residents.

Marijuana and Water
This year has been a busy one at council with such issues as the
debate and recent passing of a controversial medical marijuana
grow regulations by law, Sechelt Council’s contribution to the
debate around this last summer’s drought and water rationing and
the major undertaking by the District to reorganize its staff and
organization of staff responsibilities.

SSC Properties
A major issue that has particular relevance to Sandy Hookers has
been the application to the council by the owners of the old
Silverback property now known as SSC Properties to rezone their
property to new specifications that they feel will make their land
better suited for development. This development as envisioned by
its proponents could eventually have up to 1,300 living units that
would be made up of different neighbourhoods and would
encompass various densities from acreages to apartment style
strata title units. A controversial part of their request is to have this
new community connected to Sechelt’s Waste Water Treatment
Plant before other District areas that have been waiting for years to
be connected.
As this development is located between Porpoise Bay Provincial
Park and Sandy Hook, it would have a large impact on our
neighbourhood. Your executive has had two meetings with SSC
proponents and has been monitoring the zoning application as it
has moved through its planning phases.

Image from SSC Properties

Wish List
Your SHCA executive board has an opportunity each year to
recommend local projects to council for consideration in the
upcoming capital budget. This last year your executive made a
detailed presentation to the District Public Works and Parks
Committee to dismantle an old dilapidated beach access staircase
and to rebuild this unique south west facing beach access in Lower
Sandy Hook located off of Coracle |Drive. This access leads to a
very nice sunny shoreline with a small sandy beach that is exposed
during low tides. Other projects advocated for are the paving of
Skana Crescent and a commitment from the city to fund a new
welcoming sign for our community as the old Sandy Hook sign is
deteriorating badly. The Sandy Hook executive board delegate will
continue to attend council meetings, keeping informed about
District activities that affect us and advocate for improvements to
our Sandy Hook community

Image by SSC Properties
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Featured Folks
We have so many nice and interesting people living in Sandy
Hook. With this newsletter feature, we will introduce people
every quarter as a way to get to know our neighbours.

Annual Meet & Greet Pot Luck
Friday Jan 15 at 6:00 p.m.
at 5818 Skookumchuk
The Meet & Greet is a convenient time to join or renew your
membership in the Association. The cost of membership is $10 per
voting member per year. You don’t have to go to meetings or do
anything to be a member. Your dues help support events the
Association puts on like the Christmas carol sing, the summertime
Sandy Hook Days which features garage sales and a picnic. For
more information about what we do, go to the website
www.sandyhookca.com and click on “Sandy Hook Community
Association” .
Come and share a fun evening with your neighbours!

Chocolate Crinkle Cookies
Charles (Dickens?) Ennis

makes 2 dozen

This is Charles Ennis from Skookumchuk Road which he
sometimes refers to as “SkookumCharles”. Charles and his wife
moved to upper Sandy Hook in 2012. Charles is often seen
around the neighbourhood walking their dogs, Izzy and Cricket.
He is the President of the local Royal Astronomical Society of
Canada and is very active with the Observatory and public
education. He is one of the hosts of a local access show about
astronomy called Nightlights. He is working on an exciting new
project with Telus for a much bigger television show for which he
would be host and writer. Writing is something he’s good at, he
has written 21 books ranging from law enforcement (he’s an excop), cookbooks, martial arts empowerment to paranormal
romance.
Ingredients

Looking Back
Pat Keays, one of the first residents on Skookumchuk, recently gave
this image for the archives. It’s looking down toward Deerhorn.
Notice the water view before the trees grew up.

½ cup vegetable oil
4 oz. unsweetened chocolate, melted
2 cups sugar
4 large eggs
2 cups cake flour
2 teaspoons vanilla extract
2 teaspoons baking powder
½ teaspoon salt
1 cup confectioner’s sugar
Instructions
preheat oven 350
1. In a large bowl mix oil, chocolate, and sugar.
2. Blend in eggs one at a time, stirring.
3. Stir in vanilla.
4. In a small bowl mix flour, baking powder and salt.
5. Stir flour mixture into chocolate mixture.
6. Chill for 4 hours (important!) or overnight.
7. Form one tablespoon of dough into a ball.
8. Roll ball of dough in confectioner’s sugar.
9. Spray a little Pam on parchment paper on a cookie sheet.
10. Place dough on baking sheet 2 inches apart. (they spread).
11. Bake 10-12 min.
12. Cool the baking sheet 3 minutes before transferring the
cookies to a wire rack to cool.
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Crime in a Small Town
Valerie Nash
It’s Owl Right Now

On December 3, police attended to an injured owl found by a motorist
on the side of Highway 101 near Havies Road, Sechelt. The motorist
also contacted the BC Conservation Officer Service who in turn
contacted the Gibsons Wildlife Rehabilitation Centre. Police located
the owl, which was still alive but incapable of moving very far, and kept
an eye on it until Gibsons Wildlife Rehab volunteers arrived. The owl,
which did not appear to have any broken wings, was taken by the
volunteers to be nursed back to health from a possible concussion.

Dumb Criminals
And finally we have our own share of dumb criminals -

The Andy Griffith Show 1961 courtesy of CBS

Growing up in Liverpool) and then living in major cities most of my
adult life (Boston and then San Diego) I am always amused at what
passes as crime here on the Sunshine Coast. The following are just a
few of the items that made the weekly RCMP Report in the past
month.

Escaping Inflatable Snowman
Late on November 30, staff attended to an alarm at a business in the
4300 block of Highway 101 but found no signs of entry. The following
morning, staff found that a large inflatable snowman had been moved
outside a gated compound and another inflatable creature was
halfway under a gate. Other items in the compound were knocked
over and moved around. Due to the fact that nothing was actually
stolen, it was determined that the strong winds were likely the cause
of the mischief.

Llamas on the Loose
Late on October 27, police responded to a call of three llamas on the
loose in Lower Gibsons. The witnesses described the llamas as two
brown adults and one brown and white juvenile. Police spotted the
three llamas near Gramma's Liquor Store but lost sight of them and
subsequent patrols for the animals were unsuccessful. The owner
was located and advised where the llamas were last seen.

Hungry Bears
RCMP and the Conservation Officer Service attended a residence on
Blower Road in the Wilson Creek area after a resident called to report
she had just chased a bear out of her kitchen. The bear had pushed
open an unlocked door, and rummaged through a fridge before being
scared off. No one was injured, and the bear was gone before police
arrived. Conservation will be monitoring the situation.

On November 14, a witness reported two males spray painting the
Canoe Pass bridge on Francis Peninsula Road, Madeira Park. The
witness also provided vehicle information for the suspects, including a
licence plate. Upon arrival, police located two males covered in spray
paint, in possession of equipment and a large number of spray paint
cans and nozzles. The males were arrested for mischief. The file is still
under investigation.
On November 3, mischief was reported in the 600 block of North
Road, Gibsons, after someone wrote his name into some freshly
poured concrete. The suspect was identified by staff and police
located the 16 year-old male nearby.
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Children’s Christmas Sing-Along

On behalf of all the members of your
Association’s Board, we wish to extend
to all wishes for a happy Christmas or
joy in whatever form your holiday
celebrations take.

Let’s Be Prepared - Emergencies can happen anytime
The SHCA would like to update our Emergency Preparedness list. Please fill out the following form
and return it to us. We need to know who might be able to offer help and who might need special
attention if an emergency were to strike. Also, be aware of your neighbours, as we do not always hear
from everyone. Thank you.
Name: _____________________________________________
Telephone: ___________________________ Cell: ______________________________
E-mail address: ___________________________________________________________
1. Do you have any skills that could be useful in case of an emergency and would you be willing to
help? Please identify your skills (i.e. medical, first aid, knowledge of construction, ham radio operator,
police, fire, paramedic etc.)
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
2. Do you have any equipment that you might share in case of emergency? (i.e. power saw, boat, 4x4
vehicle, radio/communications equipment)
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
3. Would you like someone to check on you if an emergency occurred?
Yes _____________
4. Would you like to be a part of a telephone tree for emergency communication?
Yes______ No _______
5. Do you have any suggestions or comments you would like to share?
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
For further information:
Emergency Preparedness Coordinator for Sandy Hook
Susan Soux (604) 740-0494

