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Disaster!

Fall, 2012

Upcoming!
Can your family
SHCA Annual
survive for 7 days
What does a level 4 Meet and
without any outside water restriction
Greet Jan 17th
help or utilities?
Can you evacuate
in 5 minutes with
what you need?
(See cover story
and back page)

Warnings and
Restrictions?

mean? When there
is a high or extreme
forest fire danger,
what should you
do?
(See cover story
and page 3)

The One Straw
Society
SHCA’s last AGM
featured speakers
from the Sunshine
Coast One Straw
Society. See a
profile of the
Society in this
issue (Page 2)

SHCA’s popular
Meet and Greet will
be on January 17,
2013 from 6:00 PM
to 8:30 PM. (See
upcoming
announcements.)

Are You
Prepared?
Did you know that the Sunshine Coast
has been on at a “High / Extreme” fire
danger level? Forest fuels have been
very to extremely dry and the fire risk is
serious. New fires may start easily, burn
vigorously, spread rapidly and challenge
fire suppression efforts. Extreme caution
must be used in all forest activities. Open
bur ning, campfires and industrial
activities may be restricted.
Due to the drought we are experiencing
Stage 4 water restrictions are in effect
including a BAN ON ALL OUTDOOR
WATER USE until further notice in all
areas on the Coast South of Pender
Harbour. Our water supply is at risk due
to prolonged dry weather.

Are you and your family prepared to
prevent or to respond to a fire? Ask
yourselves:
•Have you checked within the last month
that your roof and gutters are clear of
leaves, needles and other debris?
•Do you have fire fighting tools easily
available outside your home?
•Are only pruned trees and managed
undergrowth within 10 metres of your
home?
•Do you have a hose hooked up that is
able to reach the roof and all exterior
walls of your house?
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The Sunshine
Coast Fruit
Tree Project
How it can help
you and others
share the bounty of
the Coast (Page 3)

Hidden Grove
Update
What’s happening
in Hidden Grove?
(Page 3)

•Do you have the fire and emergency
phone numbers posted clearly inside
your house and do you have an escape
plan that all family members are aware
of?
According to FIRE SMART each year
there are more than 2,000 wildfires in
B.C. and as people build more homes in
'wildland-urban interface' areas, more
fires are impacting residential areas.
Every year, interface fires threaten or
burn homes, cabins and other high value
resources. Recently a forest fire near to
Peachland caused the evacuation of
about 1,500 people from their homes.
Authorities and fire fighters responded
quickly to contain the fire, however four
homes were lost. At the same time a
forest fire broke out near to Lions Bay.
A major earthquake or a forest fire are
probably the greatest risk that Sandy
Hook residents could possibly face and
we hope all our neighbours are taking
Association’s Emergency Preparedness
Committee is currently working with
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Are You Prepared? (Continued)
residents to update and improve our local
response to potential emergencies. We
ask residents to check their own personal
preparedness, their ability to offer
assistance to neighbours and to identify
themselves to the Committee members if
they would require assistance. We will be
contacting residents in the near future
regarding Community plans and to assist
with individual emergency plans if
requested.
In the case of a serious forest fire
residents would be evacuated from the
affected area. Be sure you have a ‘grab
and go’ bag for yourself and family
members. Road evacuation would be the
first option however as we have only one
road out of our area we might have to
resort to water evacuation. This would
mean getting residents to identified water
front areas from where they could be
ferried out. A major earthquake in the
lower mainland area of the province
would probably mean Sandy Hook
residents would need to respond locally
and be self sufficient for a period of time
– perhaps two weeks. It has been
determined that local merchants normally
maintain a stock that would supply
Sunshine Coast residents for three days
only. Residents should keep a personal
stock of food, water and other necessary
items to hold them over for a good period
of time.
As Sandy Hook residents we would fall
into the Emergency Preparedness
structures and plans for the whole coast,
and we therefore need to maintain
coordination with the Emergency
Preparedness Coordinator and
neighbouring community associations.
The Committee will be contacting
neighbours in order to develop a
communication network for residents of
Sandy Hook that would
guarantee
maximum possible security for everyone.
A member of the Committee will be
contacting you and we will keep
everyone updated on the progress of our
plans.
If you have any suggestions or would like
to work with the Committee please
contact:
Susan Soux - (604) 740-0494 or
Marcia Mason - (604) 741-9866

Are You Prepared? (Continued)
Resources:
•B.C. Wildlife Management Branch
http://bcwildfire.ca/Weather/Maps/
danger_rating.htm
•Fire Smart
http://bcwildfire.ca/Prevention/
firesmart.htm
•Preparedness Tips for Individuals and
Families
http://www.scrd.ca/Get-Prepared
•Sunshine Coast Emergency Program
http://www.scrd.ca/EmergencyManagement
- Submitted by Susan Soux

the goal of food sovereignty and
community resilience within a thriving
natural environment.” Specific purposes
are to:
•Support healthy human and natural
resource management on the Sunshine
Coast.
•Empower the growth of sustainable
agriculture wherever possible!
•Encourage ecological stewardship of
our Food Shed which includes: farm
lands, fisheries, forests, and watersheds.
•Strengthen community resilience and
expand the food sovereignty knowledge
base.
•Grow a healthy local economy that
includes the production, distribution and
purchase of local and organic products.

We realize that there are many wonderful
societies here on the Sunshine Coast,
some of which the Sandy Hook

Community Association has a formal
affiliation with such as the Sechelt
Groves Society, some that we have an
informal “friendship” type relationship.
An organization that we would put in the
later category is the One Straw Society
who were gracious enough to send a
guest speaker to our 2012 Annual
General Meeting (AGM). As a follow-up
and a thank you we’d like to provide
some information on One Straw Society
to Sandy Hook residents who were
unable to attend the AGM.
What is the purpose of the One Straw
Society? According to their charter “The
One Straw Society connects and
empowers Sunshine Coast residents with

2

•Foster open communication, capacity
building and participation between all
interested parties.
What are they up to these days? Lots of
things! Including a Community Food
Action Initiative with activities such as the
Edible Garden Tour, Green Banner Local
Food Growers Directory, annual Fall
Faire, Harvesting Workshops and much
more. They started the Farm Gate
Market which offers locally grown organic
produce every Wednesday 3-6pm at the
Roberts Creek Hall, a seed collective and
an annual “Seedy Saturday” (sometime in
March 2013). Their projects are unique
and inspiring providing a chance to
connect and learn, for example Sechelt
Indian Band elder Barbara Higgins runs
the Creators Touch Garden offering
workshops and activities in year-round
food harvesting, preparing and
processing, as well as teaching other
traditional skills in the use of natural
resources for sustainable living. This is
just a taste of the activities One Straw
has to offer (excuse the deliberate pun),
their website has a lot of information on
how you can become more involved.
We’d encourage you to check them out!
http://www.onestraw.ca/
If you are involved in a local society that
you think would be of interest to other
Sandy Hook residents please let us know
- we could feature them in our newsletter.
- Submitted by Valerie Nash
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Watering? Know the rules
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Useful Information

Hidden Grove Update

Been to Hidden Grove lately? If you
haven’t visited this hidden gem, take
some time to go and see all of the
changes as well as the work in progress.
What’s new? The first thing you’ll notice
is the new kiosk. Here you can find trail
maps, announcements, donors to the
Sechelt Groves Society, and other
information. There’s also a bench for
resting. Like everything in Hidden Grove,
the kiosk was made possible through the
work of volunteers and donations of
materials and money from many people
and organizations.

The “ayat-tsut” (Take It Easy) trail is for
everyone wanting an easy, level trail into
Hidden Grove, and is popular with
parents with small children and strollers,
those with walkers or in wheel chairs, or
anyone wanting to have a leisurely
Hidden Grove experience.
A popular activity in the Grove is
geocaching - the high-tech treasurehunting game using GPS devices to find
hidden containers and report on the
experiences on the web. The Grove
currently has 4 geocache containers,
some of which have been visited over 20
times.
Work in the Grove is now underway on
Phase 2 of the accessible trail network.
“Monty’s Way”, named for the late
beloved Sandy Hook pooch, is being
constructed, and work is also ongoing to
upgrade the view point area with new
markers, safety rails, and steps.
If you want to find out more about the
Grove and the Sechelt Groves Society,
check out the extensive and informative
web site at:
http://secheltgroves.com
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Something simple to help our
community!
The Sunshine Coast Fruit Tree Project
(SCFTP) seek to better our community by
helping to pick and distribute the
abundance of fruit grown here. The
benefits are wide and diverse from bear
management, to providing local fruit for
people in need. SCFTP is a volunteer
driven organization that helps connect
people – those with fruit trees and those
that can pick them. Their mission is
simple; connect people with excess fruit
on their backyard trees with those who
have the time and energy to harvest it.
Picking fruit in a timely manner will
dissuade bears from feasting in our
backyards and that means less chance of
bear / human contact, and less damage
to the fruit trees. Harvest activities
generally take place between the months
of July and October. !If you wish to
participate in this worthy organization,
you may contact them thru their website
at:
http://scfruittree.org or by phone at
(604) 886-7015 to have fruit picked and/
or donated.
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Are you prepared for an
emergency ? Here’s a way to start:

Important Information:
• Based upon a survey of residents SHCA is focusing on emergency preparedness during 2012 - 2013.
• See our web site at www.sandyhookca.com for our emergency preparedness survey (one click filing).
• If you are interested in serving on our Board, please contact one of our Board members, as listed on the web site.
Fall Newsletter prepared by Gene Scanlan, Board Secretary
Sandy Hook Community Association
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