
Mayor and Council 
DOS 
 
Re: Action requests as a result of Sandy Hook Traffic Safety Survey 2020 
 
In  August this year the SHCA undertook a survey on traffic safety amongst its members.  
 
The survey format included 15 agree/disagree statements as well as non-directive questions. There was 
a 50% response rate for the survey. 
 
The results were generally positive. Most residents felt Sandy Hook streets were safer than similar 
neighborhoods, the posted speed limits were appropriate, and ice control was adequate. There was no 
support for speed bumps, more street lights, cross walks or stop signs. 
 
However, concern was expressed over sight lines at corners (88% of respondents) and inadequate 
shoulders (93% of respondents) 
 

 Intersection Sight Lines 
 
Inadequate sight lines at controlled intersections are due to overgrowth of vegetation. An example is 
the T-intersection at Sandy Hook Rd. and Deerhorn. 
 

 
Looking south, overview of intersection 

          
Looking west, unseen vehicle at stop line  Peek-a-boo !    
 



These photos have been enhanced to show the location of the stop sign. The vehicle had stopped at the 
stop sign, but the driver’s view of oncoming traffic was completely obstructed by vegetation. Likewise, 
oncoming traffic could not see the stopped vehicle. 
 
This particular intersection is the busiest in Sandy Hook. It is at the intersection of two steep downhill 
sections of road, both susceptible to icing. 
 
 
There is a similar visibility issue at the 3-way stop intersection at Sandy Hook Rd and Klahanie: 
 
 

 
 
The vegetation in question is on road allowance, not within residential lots. 
  



 

 Road Shoulders  
 
In the traffic survey, by far the biggest safety concern (93%) for Sandy Hook residents, was the state of 
the road shoulders. This photo is from Sechelt Inlet Road, on the Hidden Grove hill. 
 
 

 
 
Looking at this photo, you would be forgiven for mistaking this for a ditch. It is not a ditch, but shoulder 
erosion from run-off. The ditch is actually a meter to the right. The ditch is non-functional since it is filled 
with overgrown vegetation. 
 
It has been so many decades since the shoulder has been contoured, that the shoulder has built up 
higher than the camber of the road. Run-off is channeled parallel to the pavement, eroding its own 
ditch. You can see the result: pavement is breaking and slumping. 
 
DOS has performed temporary “repair” by filling the erosion ditch with gravel. This lasts until the next 
rainstorm, when the gravel is washed out onto the pavement, becoming an additional hazard.  
 
This area is also a danger for cyclists who labour slowly up this steep, twisty section. For them, there is 
no escape from overtaking vehicles because the erosion ditch blocks their access to the shoulder. 
Washed out gravel from previous “repairs” is an additional cycling danger. 



 
This long term neglect of shoulder maintenance is a problem the length of Sechelt Inlet Road, but is a 
particular problem on the Hidden Grove hill. This shoulder is the only pedestrian access between the 
parking lot and the lower trail system. 
 
The Sandy Hook Community Association brought this issue to the attention of DOS in 2019. The DOS 
response implied it would be addressed with scheduled maintenance last winter. The scheduled 
pavement maintenance was done, but road shoulder issues were not addressed. 
 
This is a classic case of “penny wise, pound foolish” 
 
If shoulders are not addressed, the long-term neglect of maintenance will eventually necessitate 
repaving of Sechelt Inlet Road. In the mean time, it is a significant safety hazard. And since DOS has been 
previously informed but failed to act, it has become a liability issue as well. 
 
At the direction of the board of directors of the Sandy Hook Community Association, I am requesting 
DOS repair existing deficits in the road and maintain it in safe and serviceable condition. Please stop the 
ineffective “repairs” since they provide the additional hazard of gravel on the pavement.  
 
To maintain sight lines, we request regular vegetation control on road allowance adjacent to 
intersections. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Bruce Woodburn 
President 
SHCA 
 
 


