
Mayor And Council  

District of Sechelt  

PO Box 129,  

Sechelt, BC  

V0N 3A0 

 

2022-08-31 

 

Dear Mayor and Council, 

 

Re: Short Term Rentals 

 

The issue of Short Term Rentals (STRs) continues to be one of great concern in the community 

of Sandy Hook. While it is recognized and appreciated that the proposed changes to the bylaws 

contain many significant improvements, there are some areas that the residents of Sandy Hook 

feel require attention and clarification. 

 

1. Commercial STRs 

The consultant report dated April 4th, 2022, recommends that STRs in secondary 

residences not be permitted. This was based on public input. Further, the consultant 

referenced that best practice in BC communities (Tofino, Squamish, Fernie) is to not 

permit secondary residences to be used as STRs. What is the reason for not moving 

forward with this option in the proposed bylaws given the clear direction from the 

public and consultant? 

 

2. The issuance of Temporary Use Permits (TUPs) for commercial STRs 

Should Council support commercial STRs despite the consultant recommendation and 

public input, the alternative option suggested was to implement TUPs with neighbours’ 

input/ consideration and added management controls. Yet, it still remains unclear how 

the TUPs will be allocated and by whom. It is requested that the residents of Sandy 

Hook must be part of the approval of TUPs, and thus commercial STRs, in the 

community. The current proposed bylaws recommendations contain a neighbourhood 

notification requirement for commercial STRs which is not acceptable.  

      

3. Onsite Parking Requirements 

It was noted that there have been changes to the onsite parking requirements. 

Previously, the proposed bylaws contained the requirement of one onsite parking space 

per bedroom which was positive. However, this has been changed to one onsite parking 

spot per two bedrooms. It is felt that the original parking requirement should be 

maintained and part of the business licensing application. If there are site specific 



instances that cannot accommodate onsite parking, then the number of guests at those 

operations should be limited.  

 

4. The total number of Commercial Short Term Rentals that will be allowed in the district 

There are different numbers reflected on the DOS website. One area recommends a 

total of 15 commercial STRs in the district, whereas the summary table of the proposed 

recommendations notes a maximum of 30 STRs in the District of Sechelt. Please clarify 

the number that is being recommended.  

 

Again, we appreciate the efforts to regulate and control the STRs in the District. However, the 

above issues that have been raised are significant and have the potential to negatively impact 

the community should they not be adequately addressed.  We request this letter be responded 

to via email and read and addressed at the next council meeting.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Kelly Kitchen 

President 

Sandy Hook Community Association 

(by email) 


