
Nov 8 2022 

 

Sandy Hook Community Association 

sandyhookcommunityassociation@gmail.com 

 

Fall Budget Meeting 

District of Sechelt 

2nd Floor, 5797 Cowrie St. 

V0N 3A0 

 

Re: Tot Park Picnic Shelter – Skookum Hut 

 

Dear David Douglas, Director of Finance and Beverly Smith, Manager of Finance. Andrew Allen, Director 

of Planning and Development and Kirn Dhillon, Director of Engineering and Operations, 

 

The Sandy Hook Community Association (SHCA) is working hard to improve our neighbourhood and our 

livability in many ways.  We have discovered an opportunity to create a new facility that will benefit 

every resident in our community.  We propose creating an open-air naturally lit picnic shelter at Tot 

Park, in the small open area near the kids’ playground.  It will provide needed weather protection for 

many activities and an open meeting area for the community.  The Tot Park location is central to the 

neighbourhood, and in a well supervised and sunny location (rare for Sandy Hook!) 

 

We applied for a SCCF Legacy Fund grant last spring, but were not approved. We suspect that this is 

because the project was not “Shovel Ready”.  By asking The District for funds for the soft costs to 

produce a “Shovel Ready” project we hope to eventually get this amenity built! 

 

The SHCA and DoS has been discussing this project for several years since 2017 when it was first 

discussed, and then implemented in the Parks and Open Space Master Plan (2018).  We are excited 

about moving forward.   

 

The Sandy Hook Community Association has: 

1. Discussed the location, size, and shape of the project for a couple of years at our monthly 

Directors Meetings.  Also, at both recent Annual General Meetings (2020 and 2021), this version 

of the project was enthusiastically supported by the membership. 

2. As the idea evolved, we have discussed, debated, and designed a schematic diagram showing 

the overall location and impact on the park.  This has all been done by volunteer work.  At this 

very basic level, this has allowed us to determine that the idea conforms to existing zoning, and 

to the 2018 Parks and Open Space Master Plan.  The Parks Manager and the previous council 

supported the project in our SCCF Legacy Fund application 

3. It has also allowed us to evolve a preliminary material list, assuming heavy timber construction, 

which seems in character with the neighbourhood, and consistent with other existing shelters in 

Sechelt, the Sunshine Coast, and other areas.  We predict (using today’s fluctuating construction 



prices) that the hard construction budget will be in the $100 – 125,000 range. This does not 

include soft costs, donations, or inflation.  

 

We are providing this information at the Budget Planning Meeting hoping to gain support and hopefully 

funds to proceed. If the project gets municipal support, it will allow us to proceed with a fund-raising 

endeavour. 

 

The soft costs we are asking for should include (pending DoS Project Manager confirmation):  

1. A geotechnical report. The site we have chosen for the Skookum Hut is well drained and likely 

easy to build on, to be confirmed by a geotechnical investigation.  The lower area south of the 

building site regularly gets flooded and swampy. Perhaps this is a good time to resolve that issue 

so there is more year-round usable space.  Remediation measures for the lower area is not 

strictly part of this building program, but would be cost effective to do while the building 

excavation and fill is being done. 

2. Architectural and structural design work needs to be done so we can get it shovel ready.  We 

are not planning any electrical or mechanical / plumbing work at this time. 

3. Possibly a Quantity Surveyor to determine what the construction work will entail so future 

fund-raising endeavours are realistic. 

 

Yours truly  

Randy Knill 

Director, Sandy Hook Community Association 

 

  

Proposed Tot Park Skookum Hut Picnic Shelter 


