
Priority 1 In 2022 the road subsidence at Sandy
Hook and Seaview Rds was deemed by District staff
to be due to poor drainage and road structure. As the
pictures indicate, the lower part of Seaview Rd is
crumbling, leading to Sandy Hook Rd which is
buckling. Beyond the curb (visible in the 3rd photo)
there is a steep drop into parkland. A road collapse
could isolate the residents of lower Sandy Hook.

It was reported that the installation of an asphalt
curb might be beneficial but that more investigation,
possibly of a geotechnical nature, would be required.
Earlier this year we were told that measures could be
undertaken if there is drainage money available near
the end of the current year.

Priority 2 In 2022 District of Sechelt staff studied the
serious situation at 5890 Sandy Hook Road and
concluded that the flooding was likely due to poor
drainage. More ditching and drainage paths were
identified as possible solutions. The water that
accumulates along this section of road can be quite
substantial. During heavy rains the road sometimes
remains submerged for days. The message from
staff was that remediation could be factored into next
year’s budget cycle.



Priority 3 The property at 5889 Skookumchuk Rd is
a major problem site that contributes significantly to
the flooding along that street. Drainage pipes on the
property have been installed but water continues to
leach from the bank and staircase on the left to join
water flowing down the driveway. These combine to
create a stream of water that flows down the street
affecting a number of properties. One idea might be
to dig a ditch on the left that is now filled with gravel.

Priority 4 The curve at the bottom of Sandy Hook
Road received work a few years ago to improve the
drainage. Water from above the road now drains
better under the road but doesn’t have much room to
go after that. Gravel was installed on the bank but
little of it remains. Rains regularly washed the gravel
onto the road creating a safety hazard. In 2019 a
community member lost control of his bike on the
gravel spread across the road, resulting in a
shattered femur. A request was made to install a
curb but the work was not done.

.

Priority 5 The steep slope on Skookumchuk Rd
continues to experience problems. The District has
done some repair work but the street continues to
crumble. It may be that the integrity of the road is
undermined by the additional water runoff from the
privately managed forest  that has been deforested
above Sandy Hook.



Priority 6 Several sections of Sandy Hook Road
and Skookumchuk Road would benefit from more
permanent asphalt curbing to direct water into the
ditches. Here is a section of road at the corner of
Klahanie Drive and Porpoise Drive. This is obviously
of a much higher standard and has endured winter
ploughing. Great work by the District! Similar quality
infrastructure needs to be installed along parts of
Sandy Hook Road and Skookumchuk Road.

Priority 7 Shrubs and small trees that border the
streets have been getting well-pruned by the District.
In many locations, however, especially along Sandy
Hook Road and Skookumchuk Road, the ditches
have grown in and the culverts are blocked. There is
a culvert buried in this photo. In many cases, due to
the sustained heavy rains the culverts are simply not
large enough. It is not reasonable to expect elderly
residents to dig these out by hand on an ongoing
basis when a machine could do it quickly and safely.

Priority 8 An attempt has been made to try to unclog
the culvert at 5925 Skookumchuk Road. Residents
used a power washer to clean out the ends of the
culvert but it still seems to be blocked in the middle.
After the last heavy rain some water did pass
through but it is pooling rather than draining. Small
rocks have been installed to try to prevent some of
the sediment from entering the culvert. Staff could do
an inspection to ensure that culverts are flowing
properly and clear out those that are not.



Priority 9 For reasons that have been discussed the
residents who have built the berm and watercourse
at 5932 Skookumchuk Rd may have to resolve their
water drainage issues themselves. However it does
raise the question as to how much authority
residents have to work on District property and if
there are any liability issues. The resident on an
adjacent property claims that this modification
funnels water onto her property. Perhaps some
curbing or drainage would help either here or further
up Skookumchuk Rd.

Priority 10 Another safety concern is that there is no
guard rail on a steep section of Deerhorn Drive
where there is a considerable drop off on the right.
Although the District does a good job of salting icy
roads, cars do go off the roads in Sandy Hook each
winter. It is not hard to imagine that an ascending car
could be forced off the road by a sliding vehicle
coming down the road, and the embankment is quite
steep.

Priority 11 The sediment and debris along the
shoulders of the roads have rarely been cleaned in
recent years and have taken over at least three feet
of some sections of the shoulder. The District
sweeping truck does not seem to be getting used in
our neighbourhood. This vegetation along Sandy
Hook Road near Seaview Road was cut back and
swept by residents last winter but some of the
organic debris needs to be removed again. The
imprint of the previous overgrowth can still be seen
and indicates maintenance neglect.



Priority 12 There is no street sign at the corner of
Seaview and Skookumchuk Rds. As you can see in
the picture, there is a laneway that leads to unseen
homes. Another complication is that the houses on
Skookumchuk Rd are not numbered in the correct
sequence. The order is 5950, 5960, 5962, 5968,
5952. These three issues make locating the house at
5952 particularly difficult and a potential challenge for
emergency vehicles.

Priority 13 Another valuable solution is installation of
drainage sewers at the base of steep driveways and
water pooling points along the streets. This one is on
Sandy Hook Road. Unfortunately, there are few of
these in the neighbourhood. This is listed as being of
a lower priority even though it is very important. The
reason is that this likely requires a long term plan
since the building of additional drainage sites will
require a study of the existing infrastructure plus
some exploration of the subsoil and in some cases a
geotechnical review.

Priority 14 Gravel has been installed at the corner of
Skookumchuk Road and Deerhorn Drive, at Tot Park.
Drainage is an issue here and contributes to flooding
further down Skookumchuk Road. Much of the gravel
has been washed away. Curbing and/or other
infrastructure is needed.



Priority 15 A newly completed driveway at 5941
Sandy Hook Road is partially hidden and poses a
safety risk. Vehicles from lower Sandy Hook tend to
accelerate to get up the long hill and maintain speed
as they descend past Seaview Road, then around a
curve. The driveway is at the bottom of the inclined
driveway and the sloped road, and appears
suddenly.

.


